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HIS houſe of God, which kak often been 
to many of you an houſe of gladneſs, is 
now converted into an houſe of mourning. Nor 
are you of this congregation the only mourners 
in Zion on the preſent occaſion. Many from 
other ſocieties are come to mingle their tears 
with yours; and many more, not only in this 
eat City, but in various diſtant: parts of the 
4 ingdom, deeply lament the loſs which you and 
they and the world have ſuſtained. GPS preſent 
appearance in this place, where I have often ſtood 
with pleaſure, is attended with a degree of pain 
greater than I can expreſs. My affection, how- 
ever, for the deceaſed, who requeſted this ſervice 
of me, and my reſpect for you and his other 
friends who concur in the requeſt, forbid my de- 
clining it; and, painful as it is, I hope through 
the divine preſence and bleſſing, it may prove a 
profitable one to us all.— The Providence which 

occaſions this ſolemn meeting has a voice to all, 
which ſpeaks a more affecting language even than 
what your beloved paſtor ever ſpoke. You may, 
Sp conſider him as this day preaching to 
B you 


us? © a. 1 
. 
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— 
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you from his Grave. And now being dead he 
ſpeaks with a more perſuaſive eloquence than he 
ever did while living. O may the Spirit of the 
living God give us all an hearing ear, an under- 
| ſtanding and a feeling heart I can think of no 
paſſage ſo proper to be made the foundation of 
* the preſent diſcourſe, as that which was the laſt 
| J heard the deceaſed pronounce, which was 


. 1;' 12. 


For I know whom I have believed, and I am per- 
ſuaded that he is able to keep that which I have 
* unto him againf 185 day. 


HE, words 4 dying men are generally liſ- 
tened to with an eager attention, and are 
calculated to make deep and laſting impreſſions 
on thoſe who hear: for death makes all men ſe- 
rious; and it may well be ſuppoſed that in the 
view of judgment and eternity, 1f ever, they will 
ſpeak the language of their hearts. —The dying 
words of coob men are peculiarly worthy of 
regard, We find thoſe of David diſtinguiſhed, 
by the ſacred hiſtorian, with this remark, Now 
theſe be the laſt words of David. In proportion as 
| our friends were eſteemed for wiſdom and piety, 
if it may be expected that the words they uttered 
with their dying breath will be regarded. I may 
hope, therefore, that the paſſage now read will 
meet with the ſerious attention of this audience 
in general, as containing ſome of the laſt words 
which were ever uttered by my dear friend and 
brother, the beloved paſtor of this church, in 
whoſe place I now ſtand. But they come recom- 
mended by a yet higher | conſideration. They 
are the words of the chief of the apoſtles in the 
proſpect 
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confidence and joy in Cbriſt. 7 
proſpect of his own diſſolution. Paul was now, 
for the ſecond time, a priſoner of Jefus Chriſt at 
Rome, deſerted by his friends and lying at the 
mercy of that bloody tyrant Nero, from whom 
he could expect nothing but a violent and cruel 
death. In theſe circumſtances he writes this 
epiſtle to his beloved ſon Timothy, to prepare 
him for the like ſufferings in the ſame glorious 
cauſe. With this view, among other things, he 
relates to him the ſtate of his mind with reſpect 
to his own ſufferings, and the divine ſupports 
which he experienced under them; in conſe- 
quence of which he was enabled to view death 
and martyrdom with compoſure and triumph. 
See ver. $--11. In the words of the text, he 
tells him the ground of his courage and joy. 
For I knaw whom ] have believed, &c. 


My preſent defign is briefly to illuſtrate the 
fentiments which the words contain, and then to 
aſſiſt you in the application and improvement of 
them with reſpect to the preſent affecting occa- 
ſion. For the illuſtration of the words let us at- 
tend to the two following particulars. 


I. That Faith in Chriſt which the apoftle had 
exerciſed, and which he here reviews, And 


II. The confidence which he expreſſes, in that 
review, with reſpect to the ſafety of his im- 
mortal intereſts. | 1 


I. Letis take notice of that ral in the Re- 
deemer which the apoſtle had exerciſed, and 
which he here reviews: expreſſed by the terms 
believing in him— and committing ſomewhat to his 
care - with a view to a future tolemn period. 

B 2 The 


The dying. believer's 


/ The name of Chriſt is not indeed directly 
mentioned; but none of you have /o learned 
Chriſt as not to know that he is the perſon in- 
tended, in whom finners are invited to believe 
for ſalvation, and of whom, it was prophecied, 
that in him ſhould the Gentiles truſt. The omiſ- 
ſion of his name here does indeed moſt empha- 
tically point out the perſon intended; for 1. is 
NO OTHER name under Heaven given among. meu 
whereby wwe muſt be ſaved—The apoſtle's e to 
this Saviour 1 is expreſſed, 


1. By the general term bb. 1 FE 
hom I have believed. 


* 


Faith in Chriſt is the grand requirement of the 
goſpel covenant. He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlaſtin g life, and be that believeth not the Son 
ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth in 
him. What that faith is, hath been matter of 
much debate among the profeſſors of it.. It is 
indeed ſtrange that. it ſhould, conſidering the 
plain account the ſcripture gives of it. And if 
Chriſtians (who are better agreed in their expe- 
rience and practice, than they often are in their 
definitions of things) were but willing to under- 
ſtand one another, there would be little room 
for diſpute about it. The firſt and leading idea 
of Faith in Chriſt, is doubtleſs that of Believing 
tbe teſtimony which God has given of bis Son. Theſe 
things (ſays our Lord himſelf) are written that ye 
might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, 
and that believing, ye might have Tife through his 
name. But then this Faith is to be underſtood 
as having reſpect to other doctrines eſſentially 
connected with, and comprehended in this; and 

i 1 | 48 
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as being ſo hearty and efficacious as to produce 
its genuine fruits. Otherwiſe the Faith of a 
Chriſtian differs nothing from that of a fallen 
angel; for the devils believe and tremble. — Faith in 
Chriſt has reſpe& to the doctrines of divine re- 
velation in general, but more eſpecially “ thoſe 
« which reſpect man as a ſinner, and Chriſt as a 
&« Saviour,” Saving faith cordially embraces 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in all his characters and 
offices, as they appear to be repreſented in the. 
goſpel ; as a prophet to inſtruct, as an example 
to guide, as a prince to rule, as a prieſt to atone. 
And this Faith may be juſtly deſcribed (as it 
commonly has been by our beſt divines) as an 
act of truſt in him, or reliance upon him, as the 
Redeemer of fallen men, I the rather men- 
tion this, as the original word* here rendered 
I have believed, alſo ſignifies (as it is in the mar- 
gin) Ihave truſted. Accordingly, faith is elſewhere 
repreſented under the {ame idea. See Eph. i. 12, 
13. That we ſhould be to tbe praiſe. of his glory who 
firſt TRUSTED in Chriſt, in whom we alſo TRUSTED. 
<« have ſometimes thought (ſays Dr Watts ) 
cc that thoſe words in the Greek which we render 
e faith and believing, are continually uſed in the 
«© New Teſtament to ſignify ſaving faith; be- 
ce cauſe they not only ſignify, in their natural 
ce ſenſe, the believing of a truib, but the truſting 
«in a perſon” —— This faith or truſt in Chriſt, 
may, in a few words, be thus deſcribed. It is 
giving him credit for the truth of thoſe high 
characters and offices which he profeſſes to ſuſ- 
tain; and exerciſing that dependance upon him 
which the truth of them demands. It is, in 
particular, ſuch a firm perſuaſion of the truth of 


that 
N Iericlevna. + Serm. on Var. Subj. Vol. i. P+ 7+ 


6 De ching belie ver a 


that grand report of the goſpel, that true and 
faithful ſaying, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world 
to ſave ſinners, as mduces the guilty periſhing 
creature to apply to him, and rely upon him, for 
ſalvation. It is to depend upon him, and him 
alone, for juſtification from the guilt of fin, 
through his perfect righteouſneſs and atoning 
blood, and for deliverance from the power of it 
through his grace and Spirit. Surely, ſpall ont 


ſay, in the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ftrength. 


And the ſame faith looks for acceptance with 
God, and every other ſpiritual bleſſing on earth, 
and eternal life in heaven, through his mediation 
and interceſſion, and as the free gift of God 


through him. But the nature of this faith, as an 


act of truſt in Chriſt, will more fully appear, 
from conſidering . BIR 7 - 


2. That the apoſtle ſpeaks of having committed 


ſomething to his care. 


— That which I have committed to him; or, as it 
is literally read, ay depofire*. As a believer in 
Chriſt he had depoſited his moſt important inter- 
eſts in his hands: A treaſure dearer-to him than 
all he had in the world. He had indeed nothing 
in it worth any one's care; for what he for- 
merly poſſeſſed he loſt for Chriſt, and he ac- 
counted that loſs gain. But had the whole world 
been in his poſſeſſion, he would have been but 
little ſolicitous about ſecuring that, which he 
knew to be comparatiyely of no value. He had 
a treaſure worth infinitely more than all the wealth 
of the univerſe. That was his soul: that ratio- 
nal immortal principle, for the loſs of which, = 

5 the 
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the judgment of him who ſhed his blood to re- 
deem it, the gain of the whole world would be 
an inſufficient recompence—Some indeed, by 
ehis depoſite, underſtand the Chriſtian doctrine, or 
the intereſt of the church,“ which Chriſt had 
committed to the apoſtle, and which he, in the 
view of death, had given up to him from whom 
he received the truſt, with the moſt pleaſing ſa- 
tisfaction, that the great head of the church 
could and would take care of his own cauſe, 
when his feeble inſtruments were removed. 
This is doubtleſs true; and a pleaſing thought it 
is to dying miniſters, which ſhould be improved 
to comfort us under the loſs of ſuch as we think 
can ill be ſpared. But I apprehend this was not 
the apoſtle's idea here. It ſeems more natural, 
and ſuitable to the conneCtion, to underſtand 
this depoſite of the ſoul.----The ſoul, valuable 
as it is, may be loſt. The apoitle was ſenſible 
he had been in danger of loſing his. He knew 
(as every awakened ſinner does) that by ſin he 
had forfeited it to the divine juſtice; and that, 
in conſequence of 1ts guilt, pollution, and im- 
potence, it was liable to periſh for ever. He 
was ſenſible of the danger it was in from the 
ſnares of the world, the temptations of Satan, 
the various afflictions of life, and the influence 
of its own corrupt affections, thoſe Iufts which war 
againſt the ſoul, He was thoroughly convinced 
that he could not keep it himſelf, and that no 
creature in earth or heaven could engage for its 
ſafety and happineſs. In this diſtreſſing ſitua- 
tion, knowing that Jeſus came #0 ſcełk and to ſave. 
that which was loft, he depoſited it in his Almighty 


ands, 


* Vid. Bensov, in loc, 


8 The dying believer's 
hands, and committed its immortal intereſts to 
an care. We are to obſerve farther, 


He did this with a particular view to a fu- 
ture and folemn period.---againſt that day. 


Ile does not ſay what day he intended; nor 
was this neceſſary in order to be underſtood. 
What other day could he be ſuppoſed to have in 
view than the laſt and greateſt? The day of the 
Lord; when he will come to judge the world. 
The form of expreſſion denotes the diſtin- 
guiſhed importance of that day. The ſame form 
of ſpeech occurs elſewhere; once in this chapter 
and again in the ivth. v. 8. where the day of re- 
tribution is moſt evidently intended. The crown 
of righteouſneſs which the Lord the righteous judge 
vill give unto me in that day. That day in com- 
pariſon with which all other days are of no ac- 
count, or rather that which gives to all others 


their importance, 
ce That day for which all other days are made.“ 


That, my brethren, 1s a tremendous day indeed! 
A day in which all that have ſinned will need a 
Saviour: in which every one that has a ſoul will 
ſee (if not before) the neceſſity of having an Al- 
mighty friend to keep and- fave it. At that day, 
the earth and all that is therein. ſhall be burnt up, the 
elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, all that are in 
their graves fhall come forth to judgment. At that 
day Chrift ſhall be revealed from Heaven in flaming + 
fire, to take vengeance on them that know not. God 
and have not obeyed the goſpel. That vengeance. 
none ſhall eſcape but they who are found in him, 
baving the righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith.“ 


| But 
7 Phil. iii. Oe 
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But all ſuch ſhall find in him the friend and 83- 


viour they want, who will deliver them from the 
wrath to come, and be glorified in the complete 
ſalvation of his ſaints, even of all them that be- 
liebe in that day. F With a view to that im- 
menſe felicity, the apoſtle by an unwavering and 
obedient faith had committed his ſoul into the 
hands of Jeſus; praying for himſelf, as he 
does v. 18. for his friend Oneliphorus, hat he 
might find mercy of the Lord Ix THAT DAY. And 
every believer in Chriſt will do the ſame. This 
act of faith, however, is by no means peculiar 
to the laſt moments of his life. Though then 
more eſpecially he will adopt Stephen's dying 
prayer, Lord Feſus receive my ſpirit, he does in ef- 
fect adopt it when he commences a diſciple of 

efus,” and he will frequently repeat it with re- 
newed acts of dedication to him, and renewed ex- 
8 of confidence in him. Paul had long 

nce thus committed his ſoul to Chriſt. In the 
courſe of his life he had often renewed this ſolemn 
act of faith, and now in the cloſing ſcene he en- 
joyed the comfort of it. We proceed 


It. To take notice of the pleaſing confidence 
which - he here expreſſes with regard to his ſafety 
and final happineſs. 


In his calm review of life, now it was draw- 
ing to a cloſe, is there any thing that looks as if 
he repented of the moſt diſtinguiſhing actions of 
it? Does he diſcover any thing like remorſe or 
ſhame or fear in the reflection of having ſerved 
and truſted a crucified Saviour? Does he betray 
the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion that he had confided for 
life and ſalvation in one who was either unfaith- 


* 2 
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ful to his truſt or unable to execute it? No. So 
far from it that, in the view of death and the 
judgment. day, he expreſſes the fulleſt ſatisfaction 
in what he had done, and an unſhaken confidence 
that his everlaſting intereſts were ſecure. I am 
perſuaded that he is able to keep what ] have commit- 
ted to him againſt that day.—Let us here briefly 
conſider—the matter of the apoſtle's confidence 


the foundation of it—and the conſolation which 
it afforded him. 


1. The MATTER of the apoſtle's confidence. 


a / It was, that the redeemer was able to keep the 
1! ſacred depoſite He could not entertain the leaſt 
1 doubt of his grace and faithfulneſs to his people, 
4 and he had an equal perſuaſion of his power. 
The apoſtle though he had loſt his earthly all for 
Chriſt, and was about to loſe his life in his cauſe, 
was confident that he had a treaſure of which no 
perſecutor could rob him, and which death itſelf 
could not deſtroy—a treaſure which, being lodged 
in the hands of Chriſt, was for ever ſafe. He 
was perſuaded, that his great Lord and Saviour 
was able not only to preſerve him by his mighty 
power, amidſt all the arduous duties, the heavy 
afflictions, and the violent temptations of life, 
but alſo amidſt all the horrors and the bitter ago- 
nies of death. He was alſo as fully perſuaded 
that, when the immortal ſpirit, diſlodged from Y 
the earthly tabernacle, ſhould take its flight into 1 
unknown regions, Jeſus the prince of life, was 3 
able to keep in ſafety the precious charge, till 
the day of redemption; when, by his power, its kin- 
dred fleſh ſhould be raiſed from the duſt of death. 
And finally, that when that tremendous day ar- 
rives, he would ſhew himſelf able to keep it ſe- 
cure 
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cure from danger and from fear, amidſt all the 
horrors attending the laſt convulſions of nature; 
the wreck of worlds; the conſternation, the 
deſtruction, of myriads of ungodly men; and ſe- 
cure its felicity through the ſucceeding ages of 
eternity. In a word, the apoſtle was perſuaded 
that he was able to fulfil his own gracious pro- 
miſes: T give unto my ſheep eternal life, they ſhall ne- 
ver periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my Hands. 
Of all that the father hath given me, I have loſt no- 
thing, but will raiſe it up at the laſt day.— Thus 
much as to the matter of the apoſtle's confidence. 
Let us now 


2. Conſider the FounDaT1oN of it. 


That was, his knowledge of him whom he had 
made the object of his faith. For I xNow whom 
1 have believed. Evangelical faith is not the act 
of an enthuſiaſtic imagination, it is the effect of 
a ſolid rational conviction. Ignorance is neither 
the mother of devotion, nor the foundation of a 
Chriſtian's faith. To believe in the Son of God 
is the moſt rational thing in the world, and that 
faith which is ſaving is founded in knowledge, 
particularly the knowledge of him who is the 
bleſſed object of it: the knowledge of—what he 
is; what he has revealed; what he has done; 
what he has ſufferec, ; what he is ſtill doing; what 
he has promiſed to do. Such a knowledge of 
Chriſt encourages confidence and joy in him, 
whereas ignorance would leave room for fear and 
diſtreſs. To illuſtrate this by a familiar example: 
had you in a time of Danger (e. g. ſuppoſe in 
caſe of your habitation being in flames) happily 
reſcued the moſt valuable part of your property, 
and in your haſte put it into the hands of a 
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ſtranger; when yau came to recollect what You 
had done, you would be alarmed for the conſe- 


quence. But if you had committed it to the 


care of an intimate friend, you would reſt ſatis- 


fied, though you had riot ſeen him afterwards, 


nor heard particularly how the valuable depo- 
ſite was ſecured. © I know him,” (would you 
ſay) © and therefore I am perſuaded, that in 1 57 
« hands it is ſafe.” Such a friend, ſuch a known 
and tried Friend, is Jeſus, to all who truly be- 
lieve in him; and with far higher reaſon may 
they truſt him with their eternal concerns, than 
they can truſt their temporal ones with their 
deareſt friends on earth. Earthly friends may 
prove unfaithful, and the neareſt relatives un- 
kind. Through inability, if not through infi- 
delity, thoſe in whom we place our firmeſt con- 
fidence may diſappoint qur hope. Unforeſeen 
circumſtances arifing, may render them unable 


to fulfill their engagements. Some ſudden ca- 


lamity may deprive them of their own property, 
and of ours along with it. And, ſhould neither 
of theſe happen, earthly friends may die, on 
whoſe lives the happineſs, of our own depended, 
and our hopes be buried in their tomb. But 
every Chriſtian knows, as our apoſtle did, that he, 
in whora he has truſted for the 2 — af his 
ſou), is poſſcſſed of power, as well as faithful- 
neſs, equal to the confidence repoſed in him; a- 


bundantly equal to every exigence, to every dan- 


ger; and that this his heavenly friend lives for 
ever; ſo that he may ſing in triumph, with the 
ſweet pſalmiſt of our Iſrael, | 


Firm as the earth thy goſpel ſtands, 
My Lord, my hope, my truſt: 

If I am found in Jeſus hands, | 
My ſoul can ne er be loſt. But 
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But let us a little more particularly ec ſider that 
knowledge of Chrift which was the foundation 
of the apaſtle's canfidente in him, as this wil 
— to Hs confirmation of our own. 


He knew. bim to be the true Meſidh.—Thoug þ 
he had not. ſeen Chriſt in the fleſh, he had the 
maſt incanteſtible and extraordinary evidence of 
his being the ſon of God and the Saviour of the 
world. His converſion to the faith of the goſpel 
was effected by a complication of miracles. 
For ſo violent were his prejudices that no. argu- 
ments, nor all the miracles which had been 
wrought would convince him.—Paul alſo knew 
Jeſus to be the Meſſiah from the miracles which, 
he himſelf was afterwards enabled to perform in 
the name and by the power of Chriſt; as well as 
thoſe wrought by his brethren: Not to inſiſt on 
the many arguments which, upon a diligent en- 
quiry, he drew from the Old Teſtament ſcriptures 
(particularly the prophecies) by which we are 
told he proved to the Jews that Jeſus was the Chriſt. 
The education which he had had in the ſchool of 
Gamaliel. gave him great advantage for ſuch an 
enquiry, and ſerved greatly to confirm him in 
the faith of the goſpel. The apoſtle, moreover, 
knew the truth of it. from extraordinary viſions, 
and revelations made to him, when he was re- 
ceived up into the third heavens, and heard 
what-it was not poſſible for man to utter.—But 
beſides this external and extraordinary evidence 
to the truth of the Saviour's character, the apoſtle 
had received additional knowledge of it from the 
internal evidence of his religion, and above all 
by the experience of its power upon his own 
foul. He that believeth on the ſon of God hath the 
witneſs in bimſelf. This the apoſtle had in a very 
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high degree. He had been the chief of fnners, 
but he had experienced that the Iaw of the ppi. 


rit of life in Chriſt Jeſus had made him free from 
the law of fin and death. He had been a blaſ- 

hemer and a perſecutor, a proud ſelf-righteous 
Posting Phariſee; but he was become an holy, 
benevolent, and humble chriſtian ; and he well 
knew that he whoſe grace had produced the won- 
derous change, mult be the proper object of his 
faith and truſt. Again, 


He ew Fane © of the glory, the Pg __ the 
grace of Chrift. From the writings of the ancient 
Prophets; from-the hiſtories compoſed by the E- 
vangelifts ; from expreſs revelations delivered to 
himſelf; he knew that he in whom he had be- 
lieved, was not only a true prophet, but a divine 
Saviour. In his ſeveral epiſtles he diſcovers the 
higheſt ideas of the dignity of his perſon, the 
glories of his character, the greatneſs of his 
wiſdom, power, and love, and his perſuaſion 
that in him Deity was united with humanity to 
ſave the degenerate, helpleſs, and periſhing crea- 
tures that truſted in him for ſalvation. Hear his 
own words in the few following paſſages among 
many. He is the brightneſs of his father's glory, and 
the expreſs image f his perſon. In him it hath plea- 


fed the Father that all fullneſs ſhould dwell. In bim 


dwelleth all the fullneſs of the God-head bodily. 

Wherefore, he might well conclude, he is able to ſave 
unto the uttermoſt them that come unto God by him. 
We mult once more obſerve, 


He kaew Chriſt as his own Redeemer. He was 
not wad perſuaded that he was able to ſave his 
people in general, but that his ſaving power and 
grace were engaged on his own behalf; and this 

was 
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was the principal foundation of. his confidence 
and joy. The fruits of faith in his temper and, 
life had afforded him the ſolid and comfortable 
evidence that his was the. faith of God's elect. 
And the Spirit of God (as he himſelf ſpeaks) had 
witneſſed with his ſpirit that he was a child of God, 
an heir of glory, à joint heir with Chriſt ; in 
whom, after that, he. believed; he was ſealed with 
the holy ſpirit of promiſe, which is the earneſt of our 
inheritance. His knowledge of Chriſt was an ex- 
perimental knowledge. This confidence in his 
ſaving power, was confirmed by what he had ex- 
perienced of it already; not only in the view 
before mentioned, viz. in his effectual converſion, 
but in ſtrengthening him in his chriſtian work 
and warfare. He had experienced the divine in- 
fluence of the goſpel and the Spirit of Chriſt, aſ- 
ſiſting and animating him in his arduous labours; 
ſupporting him under his heavy trials; ſuccour- 
ing him under his ſevere temptations. In all 
theſe views he had found that gracious promiſe 
fulfilled, which in a peculiar exigence he had re- 
ceived from the mouth of Chriſt himſelf, My 
grace is ſufficient for thee, my ſtrength is made perfecł 
in thy weakneſs. From hence he drew the certain 
inference with reſpect to his future ſecurity in the 
redeemer's hands, The Lord (ſays he ch. iv, 
17, 18.) flood with me and ſtrengbibened me, and I 
was delivered out of the mouth of the Lion. And 
q. d. from thence | infer, tbe Lord ſhall deliver me 
from every evil work, and will preſerve me unto his 
heavenly kingdom. — It now only remains that we 
conſider | 


3. The courage, comfort, and joy which this 
well grounded truſt in Chriſt occaſioned, 


His 
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His faith being founded in knowledge and ex- 
perience, did not fail him in tlie time of his ex- 
tremity, when every thing elſe fafled. He er 
peace and joy in believing. The joy of faith 
peared in the mi dſt of Saher Mete atid t 
heavieſt perfecutiotis. Sorrowful. 4055 ys he) yet 2. 
Ways rejoicing. His faith ca im akwiys 10 
triumph in Chrift, and defy his Sorting to do 
their worſt. He was now (as we ſaid) a prifoner 
of Jeſus Chriſt, in cloſe confinement; but his 
ſoul was free: free from guilt, and therefore free 
from fear and ſhame. This he expreſly mentions in 


the context, ver. 11. Whereunto (i. e. the goſpel) 8 


I am appointed a preacher and an apoſtle, and a tea- 
cher of the Gentiles. For the which cauſe I alſo ſuffer 
theſe things; nevertheleſs (ſays he) I am not aSHAMED. 
And: the reafon why he was not aſhamed of the 
grievous and ignominious ſufferings he endured, 
he gives in the words of the text, FOR I know Fin 
whom J have believed. Thou gh he had death, 
the death of a martyr in immediate proſpect; his 
heart was filled with courage and j oy. By faith 
in his crucified and triumphant Saviour he had 
overcome death, as well as the world and fin, 
and rejoiced in the proſpect of a glorious and 
happy immortality. I am now ready, ſays he, (chap. 
iv. 6.) to be offered up as a ſacrifice, and the tim 
of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good 
fight, I have fniſped my courſe, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me à crown of righte- 
oufneſs, which the Lord, the — judge, ſhall 
give me at that day. 


I ſhall now endeavour to affiſt you in the appli- 
cation and improvement of what hath been ad- 
vanced, with a particular view to the preſent af- 


fecting occaſion.—It is natural to reflect 
I, What 
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1. What cauſe have we to be thankful to 
God for Jeſus Chriſt and his glorious goſpel. 


When we think of the value of theſe ſouls of 
ours, as rational and immortal; as allied to an- 
gels, and formed after the image of their Maker; 
capable of the knowledge, love, and enjoyment 
of him for ever; and at the ſame time raflect on 
the danger they are in of being - for ever loſt in 
conſequence of the univerſal apoſtacy, O what 
praiſe appears to be due to the Father of mercies, 
for having ſent his ſon to redeem and fave them, 
who is in every view ſo worthy to be the object of 
the ſinner's truſt! With all the gratitude of wich 
| our ſouls are capable, let us ſay, in the words of 
4 this apoſtle, who well knew the worth of a Sa- 

viour, Thanks be to God for his unſpeakable gift. — 
And let us bleſs him likewiſe for that goſpel in 
which this Saviour 1s revealed in all his glory and 
grace; and in which the moſt guilty, polluted, 
and miſerable among us, are invited to come to 
him and make him the object of our truſt. Bleſs 
God that this goſpel has been put into your hands, 
and that the miniſters of Jeſus have been ſent 
among you to preach it. I tall upon you, my 
- brethren of this congregation, in the midſt of 
you preſent ſorrow, to acknowledge the riches of 
the divine goodneſs to you in having favoured 
you, for many years, with a ſucceſſion of paſtors, 
whoſe buſineſs and delight it has been to preach 
among you Yeſus Chriſt and him crucified, and to en- 
courage your faith and hope in him. While you 
mourn their loſs let it comfort you to recollect 
that the goſpel which they preached abideth; and 
that Zeſus Chriſt, the great author and the chief 
ſubject of it, is the ſame yeſterday, ta day, and 
for ever. 


8 
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2. Let us bleſs God for the many inſtances, in 
which the power and excellence of faith, in this 
glorious redeemer have been manifeſted in the 


comfortable lives and joyful deaths of his people. 


The caſe which we have been conſidering, was 
very far from being peculiar to Paul as an apoſtle, 
or as a miniſter. There have heen many glorious 
inſtances of the ſame triumphs of faith in the 
experience of ordinary miniſters, and private 
Chriſtians. Many ſuch we have all heard of, and 
bleſſed be God, ſome we ourſelves have known. 
We have ſeen the influence of a divine faith, not 
only in animating believers to the moſt arduous 
ſervices, but in ſupporting them under the hea- 
vieſt trials; in raiſing them above the fear of 
death, and enabling them to rejoice and triumph 
in the hour of Nature's diſſolution, though ſud- 
denly called out of life, in the morning of their 
days, and though they had every thing in the 
world that could invite their continuance in 1t. 


Such an inſtance we have lately ſeen in the caſe 
of your worthy paſtor, and my beloved friend, 
Dr. Samuel Wilton. He expreſſed that firm con- 
fidence of faith in the Redeemer on his dying 
bed, which was accompanied with à joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory. Nor was this faith the effect of 
ignorance or preſumption. It was founded on 
knowledge, and it was evidenced by the genuine 
fruits of holineſs in his life. Though he was 
too well known to moſt of you to need a panegy- 
ric from me, were I better capable of it, (which, 
indeed, by an injunction under his own hand I 
am prevented attempting“) it will be as pleaſing 

to 


* In a paper found ſince his interment, (evidently written 
ſome time before his laſt illneſs,) are contained the follow- 


ng 
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to you, as it is to myſelf, briefly to repreſent the 
leading features of his character, and the gene- 
neral tenor of his life, which had ſo glorious an 
end; not ſo much with a'view to his praiſe, as to 
the. praiſe of that grace which was with him, by 
which he was ever ready to acknowledge he was 
what he was, and to engage others to a careful 
imitation; as well as to promote the comfort and 
reſignation of thoſe who are moſt ſenſibly af- 
fected with the preſent loſs. | 


He was born in this city, of godly parents, 
whoſe eanly. care it was (in concurrence with 
other pious friends) to train him up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord. And they 
ſoon had the pleaſure to ſee their endeavours 
crowned with ſucceſs, He feared the Lord from 
his youth, He early received the fpirit of grace 


ing directions reſpecting his funeral, which (excepting what 
the partiality of his friendſhip to me dictated) I tranſcribe 
at length, as they afford a pleaſing proof of his humility, as 
well as his apprehenſion of an early death, and his hvely 
hope with reſpe& to futurity.----** I would by no means 
*« wiſh to have a pompous and expenſive funeral, All I de- 
* fire is to be interred in a plain and decent manner, with- 
„out any unneceſſary parade; which appears to me no 
*« ways ſuitable to the humiliating view given us of human 
nature in death. I look, for a triumph, not to my in- 
<< terment but future reſurrection. If I might be allowed to 
chuſe who ſhould addreſs my family and flock upon occa- 
* ſion of my removal from them, I would requeſt it of, &c, 
* — — I am ſure he would not flatter by high- 
% flown compliments to my memory, of which I am alto- 
* gether undeſerving. I would not have a word ſaid be- 
«« yond the ſtricteſt Iimits of truth and juſtice, and not even 
„ the little which they may warrant, any farther than may 
be thought conducive to ſome good end.“ It is hoped the 
following account will not be thought contrary to the Spirit 
of this injunction. None who knew Dr. Wilton will diſ- 
pute the juſtice of it, and its utility is ſufficiently apparent 
in the views above expreſſed, 
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and ſupplication in ſuch a degree, that he was 
ſometimes heard to pray with ſome of the family, 
when he was but a child, in ſuch a manner as 
excited pleaſing aſtoniſhment. The miniſterial 
office was the object of his own early choice, and 
he applied himſelf, with uncommon diligence, 
to a courſe of ſtudy preparatory to it. He made 
great proficiency in grammar-learning, in a little 
time, under the care of a learned clergyman of 
the eſtabliſhed church, who always expreſſed 
great regard for the abilities and character of his 
pupil. He entered upon academical ſtudies un- 
der the direction of the late eminent Dr. David 
Jennings, who dying before they were finiſhed, he 
compleated them under the Doctor's aſſiſtant and 
ſucceſſor (of whoſe church he alſo became a 
member) the preſent learned Dr. Savage, and his 
colleagues, Dr. Andrew Kippis, and Dr. Abrabam 
Rees, in the academy at Hoxton. And he con- 
ducted himſelf in every reſpect, ſuitable to his 
character, as a candidate for the ſacred miniſtry, 
ſo as to enjoy the reſpect and love of his fellow- 
pupils, and of all that knew him, as well as the 
diſtinguiſhed regards of his paſtor and tutors. 
« 'The nearer his engagement in the miniſtry was 
e jn proſpect, (to uſe his own words at his ordina- 
© tion) the more his inclination to it encreaſed. 
He entered upon it with painful diffidence, with 
« deliberate reflection, with an humble, but 
<« chearful reliance upon, and importunate ſup- 
« plications to, the Father of lights, for his pre- 
c ſence, aid, and acceptance,, The leading 
« principle, by which he was animated to un- 
c dertake and proſecute this office, was, that he 
© might therein be inſtrumental of glorifying 
* God, in the recovery and ſalvation of ſinners, 
* and of advancing the Redeemer's 1 
cc an 
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tc and church in the world. And he cared not 
ce what ſacrifices he made of worldly profit and 
te honour to attain this end, as thoſe objects he 
ce never had in view.” When he entered upon 
his public work, he gave general ſatisfaction to 
ſerious judicious hearers, who are fond of evan- 
gelical, practical, and experimental preaching, ' 
and ſoon received a very warm and unanimous 
invitation from a congregation at Tooting 1n Surry, 
to ſucceed the Reverend and learned Dr. Henry 
Miles, F. R. S. Though his talents qualified 
him for a larger ſphere, and he might have ſet- 
tled in the'city, he prudently preferred this re- 

tired ſituation, that he might improve his miniſ- 
terial furniture; and as the intereſt was greatly 
ſunk, he wiſhed to be, as he ſoon found that he 
was, inſtrumental in reviving it.—As ſoon as he 
undertook the care of a church, he applied him- 
ſelf in earneſt to the duties of his office. Beſides 
the ordinary ſervices of the Lord's day, he ſtat- 
edly preached a lecture on the Wedneſday even- 
ing. He alſo quickly undertook the uſeful, 
but too much neglected, work of catechiſing 
children, and was very diligent in viſiting his 
flock ;- eſpecially the poor, the widows and the fa- 
therleſs in their affiiftion, Nor did he confine his 
labours to the people of his charge; he frequently 
engaged in occaſional ſervices in the neighbour- 
hood; beſides more ſtated ones, in concurrence 
with ſeveral of his brethren, on the Lord's day 
evening. And he did not labour in vain in the 
Lord. His miniſtry. was viſibly ſucceeded, in 
many inſtances, for promoting the great ends 
which he always had in view. He not only found 
the number of his ſtated hearers increaſe, but 
had the greater ſatisfaction of ſeeing many ad- 
ditions to his church, ſeveral of whom were ef- 
fectually 
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ſectually converted to God by his means. Having 
ſpent about ten years in this retirement, he was 
called into a more public | goa of action, to ſuc- 


ceed the truly amiable and excellent Dr. William 
Lang ford, at the Weigh-houſe. It was not without 
much deliberation and prayer, that he determined 
upon this removal. Notemporal advantage would 
have been a temptation to him; and in this caſe, 
it is well known, he had not the proſpect of any. 
His deſire was to follow the leadingsof Providence, 
and he had great ſatisfaction afterwards in thinking 
that he did ſo. Though he was not attended by a 
great crowd of admirers, the intereſt here, which 
had been ſunk very low, began gradually torevive, 
and ſome valuable additions, of young perſons 
eſpecially, were made to the church. May they 
prove ſteady and ornamental members of it! He 
had a growing intereſt in the eſteem of his people, 
and I am perſuaded many of you had 2 
cauſe to eſteem him, on account of the pleaſure 
and benefit which you received from his public 
miniſtrations and private viſits, in both which he 
manifeſted the moſt affectionate concern for your 
higheſt intereſts. His heart was much ſet upon 
doing good. I know that he had formed ſeveral 
ſchemes for uſefulneſs, which, if his life had been 
prolonged, it might have been expected he would 
have executed with great advantage, for the good 
of this church, and the intereſt of the church at 
large. He was indeed a burning and a ſhining light ; 
and ye for a ſeaſon (alas for how ſhort a ſeaſon !) 
rejoiced inhis light f. He was eminently formed for 
uſefulneſs, both by nature and by grace; and 
he conducted himſelf in all the duties of his 
office, and in his general deportment in life, as a 
miniſter of the goſpel ſhould. —With regard to 
| natural 
+ He had not been ſettled at the Veigb-houſe two years. 
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natural endowments, he was remarkably diſtin- 
guiſhed by a retentive memory, a lively imagi- 
nation, a ſolid judgement, and a ready utter- 
ance; ſo that though he always ſtudied, he ſel- 
dom wrote his diſcourſes; which however, (when 
the weaknais of his nerves ſuffered him to 
enjoy the full poſſeſſion of himſelf,) often had 
the appearance of elaborate compoſitions, * 
His acquired abilities were great, His learning 
was very conſiderable, though he made no parade 
of it; and his mind was richly ſtored with ſenti- 
ments on all the ſeveral ſubjects of practical and 
experimental divinity. His acquaintance with 
controverſial matters was not inferior, but he 
knew too well the great deſign-of the chriſtian 
miniſtry, and the worth of ſouls, to ſhew it in 
his public diſcourſes ; which were not adapted to 
amuſe the fancy, much leſs irritate the paſſions, 
but to touch the conſcience, to warm the affec- 
tions, to improve and comfort the heart, to re- 
form and regulate the life, to quicken and ani- 
mate the ſoul. There was an uncommon ſavour, 
fervency, and affection in his preaching, by which 
it was well adapted to anſwer theſe ends. And 
the ſame characters may juſtly be applied to his 
prayers; to which we may add, uncommon 
fluency and variety. In ſhort, he preached and 
prayed like one 1n earneſt in his great maſter's 
work, and diſcovered in both a mind deeply 
tinctured with the great things of religion, and 
fully bent upon anſwering the important ends of 
his office. 
And 


* From the ſpecimen which the world has had of his 
works it is to be wiſhed, that ſome of the few diſcourſes he 
has left in writing micht ſee the light; but with regret I 
acquaint the reader, chat he expreily prohibited*the pub- 
lication of any of his manuſcripts, 
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> And his life well correſponded with his preach- 
ing. The ſeveral virtues of the chriitian charac- 
ter eminently ſhone in his habitual temper, and 
his converſation abounded in all the fruits of ho- 
lineſs and love. He was ever mindful to put in 
practice that charge given to Trmothy, Take 
heed to thyſelf, and the admirable exhortations to 
him, founded upon it, in the charge at his 
ordination ; F to which alone I need to refer a 
ſtranger who wiſhed to know what Dr. Wilton was 
in reſpect to morality, religion,“ and prudence. 
However, were I under no reſtraint, I ſhould be 
tempted to enlarge here; as I eaſily could alſo on 
his ſocial virtues, in the characters of a ſon, a huſ- 
band, a father, a brother, a maſter, a neighbour, 
and friend, in all which he eminently adorned his 
religious profeſſion, and his public office. But 
I muſt add a few words on what appear to have 
been \the leading features of his character, viz. 
his benevolence and his zeal. His liberal ſoul de- 
viſed liberal things. The fortune, with which Pro- 
vidence had bleſſed him, he employed with 
greater pleaſure in relieving the diſtreſſes of 
others, than in procuring the ſuperfluities of life 


for himſelf, and he ſtudied frugality for the fake 


of doing good. He was ready to every good 


+ By Dr. Savage. This, with Dr. Farneaux's Sermon, 
and Dr. Kippis's Introductory addreſs &c. was publiſhed. 


* As one ftriking proof of his piety, 1t deſerves to be-re- 
corded, that he privately kept a yearly Faſt, in commemo- 


ration of a fignal deliverance which he received, when in 


imminent danger of his life, from his horſe's plunging 


into a deep water, in his way to Tooting, when he firſt ſup- 
plied that congregation. It alfo appears, that he obſerved 
the anniverſary of his Ordination with extraordinary acts of 
devotion. And from the Journals which he has left in ſhort- 
hand, it is evident, he had for ſeveral years kept an account 
of the manner in waich every day was ſpent. = 
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friends and brethren in general, and many of his 
poor brethren, can witneſs. He poſſeſſed the 


ſocial affections as ſtrongly as moſt men. 


This led him to cultivate a very general ac- 
quaintance with miniſters and others of diffe= 
rent denominations; and he diſcovered fuch an 
amiable ſweetneſs and chearfulneſs of temper, 
ſuch a readineſs to oblige all, ſo much candour 
towards their diſtinguiſhing ſentiments, and yet 
ſuch an openneſs in declaring, and ſuch "a 
truly chriſtian ſpirit in maintaining, his own, 
as greatly endeared him to all whoſe good 
opinion was worth ſecuring, and as did honour 


to the Evangelical principles which he eſpouſed.” 


—And equal to his other excellencies was his 


zeal. He was zealouſly affefted in every good thing: 
which he undertook, and had ſpirit, equal to his 


ability, to defend himſelf or others wherever he 
thought the cauſe of truth or holineſs, of juſtice 
or charity were concerned *, Nor did his zeal 
carry him beyond the bounds of moderation. If 
in any thing it /eemed to do fo, it was in the glo- 
rious cauſe of civil and religious liberty. But all 
who knew him will acquit him of an intemperate 
heat in defending either, and eſpecially of any 
thing like malevolence towards the perſons of 
any. He diſcovered a warm and laudable zeal for 

the ſupport of the Diſſenting-intereſt ; which, as 

it was founded on knowledge, was regulated by 
charity; ſo that he maintained a friendly inter- 
_ courſe with ſeveral worthy members and miniſ- 
ters of the eſtabliſhed church, and was ever ready 


* See two excellent publications of his, written on oc- 
caſion of the applications of the Diſſenters to Parliament, 
for relief in the affair of ſubſcription; of the committee for 
which he had the honour of 2 —— choſen member. 
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co embrace thoſe of them, who appeared conſci- 
= entious, as brethren. In what he ſaid and wrote 
VVĩ;upon the controverſy between them and us, he 
Was actuated by a pure regard to truth, to the 
Jacred rights of conſcience, to the honour of the 
only head of the church, and the beſt intereſts of 
mankind. Though he thought nothing ſmall in 
"which the honour of Chriſt and the intereſt of 
religion are concerned ; the grand objects of his 
zeal were, the great matters of faith and practice 
about which all good men are agreed. Theſe he 
devoted his life to promote, nor did he think his 
life dear to him ſo that he might be inſtrumental 
to ſo glorious an end.—In a word, Dr. Wilton 
was as amiable and uſeful as moſt miniſters of 
whom the diſſenters can boaſt ; as much beloved 
while living, and as much lamented when dead. 


4 


Nn 
* 


It might well be expected that a man who 
lived ſo holily and uſefully, would die joyfully 
and triumphantly. It is my felicity to be able to 
aſſure you that he did ſo. From the ſtate of his 
conſtitution he apprehended, as his friends gene- 
rally feared, that he was not long for this world; and 
he often expreſſed it with that compoſure which 
became one who had the lively hope of a better. 
As ſoon as he was ſeized with the diſorder which 
in ſix days put a period to his life, he was per- 
ſuaded that it would prove mortal. He there- 
fore, with great calmneſs, ſet his houſe in order, 
3 buy ſettling ſome temporal affairs; for his eternal 
ones had been ſettled long before. He was for 
_ - ſeveral days a good deal delirious, but in the af- 
1 ternoon of the day in which he died he had a 
3 lucid interval, and gave delightful evidence to 
his mourning friends that he was ripe for glory. 
a He ſaid to an intimate acquaintance, who came 
| from 
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from the city to viſit him (after having ſpoken 
with great compoſure about ſome ſecular affairs) 
« You now ſee me in the near view of death, and 
« ] rejoice in the proſpect. It has been my de- 
« light to preach the goſpel of Chriſt and pre 
« mote his glory. I am not afraid to die, for T 


« know whom I have believed, and I am per- 


ce ſuaded, &c.” He then ſaid, © You will go to 
ce prayer with me. Let us offer a few more pe- 
te titions to God before we enter the world of 
« praiſe, from which I am at no great diſtance.” 
Soon after, ſome other friends coming into the 
room (for he had that day expreſſed his anc, 
neſs to ſee all that would venture to ſee him) he 
put on a pleaſing ſmile which gave him an appear- 


ance almoſt more than human. He addreſſed 


himſelf particularly to them, and broke out into 
a prayer, in which he affectionately remembered 
them all, and concluded with ſaying, Come Lord 
. Feſus, come quickly. One of them expreſſing ſome 
hope and deſire that he might yet be recovered, 
he aſked, in the language of reproof Do you 
«© with me to come back again into the wilder- 
« neſs? No, I do not wiſh to return one ſtep. 
* I am not afraid to die” He humbly lamented 
his imperfections, though he expreſſed his ſatis- 
faction in having laid himſelf out for promoting 
the honour of his great Lord; and faid, *I have 
* had my doubts, but my hope is well founded, 
* have had ſuch manifeſtations of the love of 
« God that I do not, I cannot doubt.” He then 
expreſſed the moſt lively and delightful views 
and foretaſtes of the heavenly happineſs, in ſuch 
tranſporting language, as aſtoniſhed the hearers, 
and as they are not able to repeat, ſo as to give 
any 1dea to others of the delightful ſcene ; we 
mult therefore leaye it, and wait for Heaven to 
| $2 com 
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pleat the e Heviag neil a de- 
fire to ſee his intimate friend and brother (who 
has now the affliction of addiefſing you) © once 
er more (as he expreſſed it) * before we meet in 
te glory, I was. immediately ſent for, and rea- 
dily went, but found nature was almoſt ex- 
hauſted. On my approaching his bed, and ſay- 
ing © This is the moſt painful meeting we have 
ever had,” he very chearfully anſwered, © We 
ſhall ſoon. meet again.” When I congratulated 
him upon the ſtrong conſolation which he had 


enjoyed, he ſignified, in broken language, the 


continuance: of it, and then repeated the words 
on which I have been diſcourſing, I know in 
whom I have believed, &c. Hereupon his deli- 
rium returned, and the ſymptoms of his diſ- 
ſolution came ſpeedily on. For a conſiderable 
time he ſtruggled hard, apparently under great 
agony, attended at times with doleful groans ; 
but even' theſe were mingled with Hallelujabs, 
which he frequently repeated, till at length na- 
ture was, entirely ſpent, his breath gradually 
Failed, and juſt at the mid-night hour I ſaw 
him ſreetly fall aſleep in Jeſus. 


Les this triumphant exit of our dear friend 
ſerve | to comfort us under our heavy loſs, and 
to reqoncile us to that myſterious diſpenſation of 
Providence which has cut off ſo uſeful and de- 
firable a life in its prime. And while, with 
humhle faith and pious reſignation, we wait for 
the light of eternit to explain the reafons of an 
event ſo mournful to his family, to the world, 
and to the church, let all who are acquainted 
with it lay it to heart, and join in praiſing the 
God of all grace for what his departed ſervant 


WAS, | for what he did, and for what he enjoyed. 
| I 9 
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I call upon you, the aged parents, the mourns 
ing widow, the fatherleſs children, the other 
relatives, the intimate friends of the deceaſed 
his brethren in the miniſtry, his flock in par- 
ticular, and his acquaintance in general; while 
you affectionately lament your own and each 
other's loſs, I call upon you to bleſs God for 
this freſh and ſtriking teſtimony to the truth, the 
power, and the excellence of the goſpel. ' 

3. Let us all be deſirous that we may die the 
fame joyful triumphant death. Die we all of us 


muſt. How ſoon, God alone can tell. Surely 
there is not one among us, but, on hearing of 


the death-bed conſolations of our friend, is con- 


ſtrained to adopt the wiſh of Balaam, Let me die 
the death of the righteous, and let my laſt end be like 
his ! O happy they, of whom it is truly ſaid, They 
died in faith ! How glorious, how deſireable is ſuch 
a death! © Let who will pleaſe themſelves with 
ce talking of a philoſophical death, let me die 
« like a Chriſtian. Let them truſt to natural 
* reaſon and reſolution, but O do thou give me 
faith. Faith will prop my languiſhing head, 
te diſpel the miſts from my clouded eyes, quicken. 
© my feeble pulſe, and revive my ſinking ſpirits. 
The richeſt cordial in nature cannot compare 
« with it.” Grove. 
Then, when my very heart-ſtrings break, 
How foft my minutes roll! 
A mortal paleneſs on my cheek, 
And glory in my ſoul. Watts. 


How poor, how inſipid and comfortleſs, the 
flattering account, lately publiſhed *, of the phi- 


loſophical death of a much admired ſceptic, who 
left the world Without ſo much as hinting at fu- 


See the Life of David Hume, Eſq, 
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turity, or mentioning the Being who gave him 
exiſtence, in compariſon with that of a Chriſtian 
miniſter, now imperfectly related. Who that 
makes the ſmalleſt pretenſions to the character 
of a reaſonable creature, would not prefer the ſitu- 
ation of the latter, though his memory ſhould 
ſoon be entirely forgotten, to that of the for- 
mer, with all the literary fame, which was confeſ- 


ſedly the ultimate object of his ambition. I 


cannot ſuppoſe there is that perſon here, who, 


on the compariſon, does not feel his heart 
adopting the wiſh, © Let me die in Faith,” 
Bleſſed be God, ſuch a wiſh needs not be a vain 


ineffectual one, It is a poſſible attainment, 
But remember, wiſhing alone will not do. Would 
you die in faith? It is neceſſary you ſhould live in 


faith alſo, The apottle, whoſe words we have 
been conſidering, could ſay, The life which I live 


in the fleſh, is by the faith of the Son of God, O 
begin to live that life now. Beg of God to giye 
you the like precious faith, to regulate your lives, 
Which will render your death ſafe and comfort- 
able. Come now by faith, ye who have lived a 
life of ſenſe and ſin, come and give up your ſouls 
into the hands of Jeſus, to be pardoned, ſanc- 


tified, and ſaved. Ye men of the world, who 


have been hitherto moſt ſolicitous about your 
earthly treaſures, who have loſt, or are in dan- 
ger of loſing, your ſubſtance, through the failure 
of thoſe whom you thought ſecure—ye who are 
ſometimes alarmed with an apprehenſion of the 
failure, of public credit, and are anxious to know 
where you ſhall ſafely depolite your wealth; be 
engaged this day to beitow one thought about. 
your Souls, and bethink yourſelves what will be- 
come of them in that day, when your fleſh. and 
heart ſball fail; that day, when creature-credit 


in 


„ #% n 
. . W * 
ou * 1 * 4 
F *. 


* 


* 


> "# 1 P | 7 2 7; G * | . - { 
2 2 - 2 7 - 7 * 7 „ o * # | bs f a , Sa 1 7 4 * f & L 
? 4 8 3 py G my of by * „ P \ - wy 1 = 
. laence and joy n CUbri | 41 
1 * 
— 1 „ * — w— s . , : 0 5 
- " F * v » 4 : % I f » 


= 2 
* 


is in it, ſhall be conſumed. If you have nota fa- 


viour then, your all is loſt for ever. He who alone 
can keep it, is Jeſus. Commit it to him now, 


and he will. But fee to it that you do this in 


the way which the goſpel preſcribes. Commit 
the keeping of your ſouls to him, in WxLL- DOIN GSA. 
It is an operative influential faith, which works” 


by love, purifies the heart, and governs the life, 


that alone will be found of any avail in that day: 


truſt not therefore to any other now. 


If thoſe of you who, through grace, have be- 
lieved, wiſh to experience the joy of faith, be 
concerned to know in whom you have believed. 
As ignorance is one common cauſe of infidelity, 
imperfection in knowledge is a frequent occa- 
ſion of weakneſs in faith, and conſequently of 
the Chriſtian's want of comfort and joy. Endea- 
vour then to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
your Lord and Saviour. They that know his name 


will put their truſt in him. And the greater 


their knowledge, the firmer their truſt will be. 
Study the evidences of the goſpel, and the great 
foundations of our faith in the author of it. 
Thus will your faith be the better ſecured 


againſt the attacks of infidelity in this unbeliev- 


ing age, to which young perſons are-peculiarly 


expoſed. And while you ſtudy the grounds of 


your faith, endeavour to improve in your know- 


ledge of the glorious Object of it. The more 


you know of the glory and grace of Chriſt, as 


revealed in his goſpel, the more reaſon will you 
find for your confidence in him, and the more will 


your peace and joy abound. — 1 will only add,. 


Be concerned to know him more as your own 


+ 1 Pet. iv. 19. 


redeemer 


In general ſhall fail, and the world, -and all that 5 


redeemer. For this purpoſe, often examine your- 
- telves whether you be in the faith. Be much in 
Prayer for the Spirit of God to witneſs with your 
| iris, concerning the truth of your Chriſtianity. 
. 2 Remember that, (as Mr. Charnock expreſſes it) 
RT << there muſt be ſomething in your heart as a 
2 * foundation for the Spirit's teſtimony.” Cul- 
tivate therefore the graces of the Spirit, and be 
watchful and diligent in your general walk and 
converſation. Aſſurance is doubtleſs an attain- 
able thing, but not in a courſe of indolence. 
Sin naturally brings doubt and horor into 
BR the ſoul, and an holy God will withdraw his 
preſence as a chaſtiſement for it. An even and 
uniform courſe of communion with God, and 
5 obedience to his will, is the natural and divinely 
appointed means of enjoying. ſolid and perma- 
. nent comfort. Give all diligence therefore to make 
your calling and election ſure, We often hear pro- 
| feſſors talk of their doubts and fears; and who 
can wonder that many of them ſhould, conſi- 
+= dering how they live; how negligent in the 
1 great duties of godlineſs; how averſe to retire- 
1 ment; how much conformed to the world; how 
_ contracted their hearts; and how little good 
EEE” they do. Not fo lived our departed friend: it 
i was in a long continued courſe of holy and hum- 
4 ble walking with God, that he attained the 
1 tranquility and joy which he expreſſed. If then 
1 you would enjoy his conſolations living and dy- 
N ing, ſuffer the word of exhortation, and what 
x2 you ſaw in him do, I will cloſe with the addreſs 
_ of the apoſtle to the Hebrews, (ch. vi. 11.) 
— Ve defire that every one of you do fhew the ſame dili- 

gence, to the full aſſurance of hope, unto the end. 


* 


The End of the Sermon. 
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By SAMUEL MoRTON SAVAGE. 


T is the removal of a good Man and an excel- 

lent Miniſter, cut off in the Prime of Life and 
in the midſt of his Uſefulneſs, that has brought 
us at preſent to theſe regions of Death, and 
might juſtify my giving copious vent to the lan- 
guage of friendſhip, affection and grief. But I 
ſhall check the Emotions I feel, as the extrava- 
gance of Funeral Panegyrics was one early cauſe 
of introducing much Superſtition into the Chriſ- 
tian Church. It is not the province of Miniſters 
when they appear on theſe occaſions, to ſtrow in- 
cenſe on the aſhes of the Dead, but to endeavour 
to improve ſuch ſolemn events to the benefit of 
the Living. And were I to expatiate, as I could 
with Truth, on the uncommon Merit, and enter 
largely into the Character of our dear deceaſed 
Friend, I ſhould anticipate, and invade the office 
of my worthy Brother, who is to preach the Fu- 
neral Sermon. 


However, decorum, duty and affection will 


not ſuffer me totally to refrain from bearing my 
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public Teſtimony to his Worth, and expreſſing my 
warm regard to his Memory. This is to do ho- 
nour, not ſo much to the mortal man, as to 
Religion and Virtue, to the Grace of God, by 
which he was what he was, amiable and excel- 
lent, in every Station, Relation and Character: 


To me, Dr. Z/7lton was peculiarly endeared; 
as the Son of a long-loved and honoured Friend, 
my Pupil in the Academy, and a Member of my 
Church ; and in each of theſe characters gratify- 
ing my warmeſt wiſhes and ſatisfying my higheſt 
expectations. 


The God of Nature had liberally endowed him 
with Capacities, and the God of Grace diſpoſed 
him to apply with indefatigable diligence to their 
Improvement, that he micht be amply furniſhed 
for the Service of God and immortal Souls, in the 
Goſpel-Miniſtry, among the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 

which Was his own early and perfevering choice, 
inſtead of any more lucrative Employment, to 
which his Friend's Circumſtances would have 
oven him eary acceſs. 


\ 


Never, I believe, did any Man enter on the 
Miniſtry with more ſincere Principles of Piety, 
with a deeper Senie of Religion, and a livelier 
Zeal, thouzh void of Enthuſiaſm, for the Glory 

of God and the Redeemer and the Salvation of 
precious Souls; never had any their Hearts more 
thoroughly in their Work. And God, vas pleaſed 
to give him general and great Acceptance in it, 
aud to crown him with eminent Ulctulneſs, dur- 

ng his ſhort Courſe. 


Vou, my Chriſtian Friends, of his Church, can 


Witness to the ſeriouſneſs and fervour, with which 


1 he e to you the doctrines of the glorious 
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Goſp el, and to the fidelity and diligence, with 
which he diſcharged the duties of his Paſtoral Of 
fice, like another T imothy, naturally caring for 
your ſouls and prompt tolerveallyourreal intereſts, 


Indeed the Public at large were Witneſſes to his 
readineſs to do Good, to his Benevolence and Ge- 
neroſity; for it was a charitable Uſe he made of 
the Affluence with which a kind Providence ru 
bleſſed him, not giving him riches to his hurt, but 
to increaſe his Uſefulneſs and Comfort, in making 
inſtrumental to the Relief and Support of others. 


In ſhort, he had a judicious head, a feeling. 


heart, and an open hand, accompanied with a 


-< 


chearful, affable deportment, which made him 


enerally eſteemed by all who knew him, much 


beloved by his Relations and intimate Friends, and 


highly valued by the People to whom he minif- 


tered, who, having but lately begun to enjoy, 
might well have hoped long to rejoice in his Light. 


But the great Governor of the World ani ſu- 
reme Lord of the Church determined otherwiſe, 
and by an IlIneſs of a few days unexpectedly re- 
moved him in the midſt of Life, from his affec- 
tionate People, his dear Friends and Family, and 
from the World, and his Place knows him no 
more; no more will his Prefence gladden his 
family, no more will his Miniſtry edify and com- 
fort his People, but they and we are left to 
mourn his Loſs ; a Loſs indeed to us, though to 
him the higheſt Gain! 


It ſhould ſeem, that ſome of us more advanced 
might have been better ſpared; ſome of us cu 


wiſh to have gone in his room, to have died as 
he died, in that pious, reſigned, joyful frame, 
in in whom he had believed and with 

13 bo 
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hopes full of immortality. But it is the Province 
of God only wiſe to determine events; it is Our's 
to ſubmit and not complain. It is our duty to 
sn up all our Comforts to God's diſpoſal, and 
to acquieſce without murmuring when he pleaſes 
to remove them ; not only becauſe we have for- 
feited them all, but becauſe he does every thing 

wiſely and well, and has always his People's beſt 
- Intereſts in view. And in removing good Men 

or faithful Miniſters out of this World, He only 

* tranſlates them to a Better, not to a ſtate of In- 

ſenſibility and Stupor, but to a ſtate of reſt and 
reward in the immediate Preſence of Chriſt, ſuch 

a ſtate of Converſe with him and Enjoyment of 
his Love, that, in compariſon of it, the great 
Apoſtle Paul pronounces the moſt intimate Com- 
munion with the Lord here on Earth, but Al- 
ſence from him; a ſtate, that he declares far better 
than being continued here, though in a ſtation 
of the greateſt Uſefulneſs and Importance. 


May then the Family of our departed Friend, — 
his faithful tender and affectionate Conſort, his aged 
diſconſolate Parents, who are yet ſmarting with, 
former recent wounds of this kind, and all his Re- 
lations, —may the reſpectable People whom he 
ſerved in the Lord, humbly and devoutly acquieſce 
in the Will of God, however melancholy and try- 
ing it may be to them. And may they and we be all 
concerned to improve 1t and render it ſubſervient 
to our moſt important Intereſts, thoſe of our 
Souls and Eternity. From the death of our dear 
Friend, which we now lament, may we ourſelves 
learn to die, like him, with fafety and comfort. 


Our great buſineſs in Life is to prepare for 
Death and Eternity. The Living know that 
they muſt die; this is appointed for all men. 
a | Scrip- 
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Scripture declares it, Experience verifies it ; the © 
frequent Funerals of our Friends and A 
quaintance, which we are called to attend, arent 


daily putting us in mind of it; and theſe nu 
merous Graves of the Old and the Young with 
which we are ſurrounded, have a Voice, that 
tells us we muſt all die, and that no condition; 
no ſtate or age are ſecure from the arrows 
death, which fly both at noon-day and at mids 
night, and ſometimes kill ſuddenly and ſecretly, 
as well as certainly. Let us all remember, that 


as we ſtand around this Grave we ſtand upon the 
brink of another World, and may in a moment be 


plunged into it. And what will be the Conſe- 
quence of that ? How dreadful or how delightful! 
To think of dropping our Bodies into the gloomy 
Grave and leaving them there, a prey to corrup- 
tion and worms; to have a perpetual ſtop put to 
all our activity and ſenſation, and to all our 
intercourſe with this world ; to leave all our dear 
Friends, and Relatives, our Fortunes and Enjoy- 
ments behind us,—1s a melancholy aud mortify 

ing conſideration. 


But this is nothing, to the conſideration of 
what will become of our immortal Souls; whether 
tbey are likely to be happy or miſerable to all 
Eternity. For after death comes the judgement ; 
and as the former leaves us ſo will the latter find 
us, either dead in fin or alive to God. | 


We muſt all appear before the judgment-ſeat of 
Chriſt, to receive the things done in the body, accord- 
ing to that which we have done, whether it be good 
or bad. There we muſt paſs through an exact 
and impartial Scrutiny, and muſt abide the Sen- 
tence of the holy, righteous, all-wiſe and al- 
mighty Judge. And that Sentence will conſign 

n | 5 Us, 
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us, either to everlaſting Shame and Puniſhment, 


23 or to eternal Glory and Happineſs. 


Of what moment then is it, to enquire which 


5 likely to be our caſe, or how we ſhall eſcape 
the damnation of Hell and obtain the Glory and 


Bleffednefs of Heaven! This is a very neceſſary 
Enquiry for us to make; fince the ſafety of our 


Souls is by no means to be taken for granted; 


they are in great danger of being loſt for ever. 
For Death is not a debt of Nature, it is not a part 
of the original order of Creation: no, it is the 
effect of that order's being interrupted and vio- 
lated. It was by Sin that Death entered into the 
Werld, and it paſſes upon all men, becauſe all have ſinned 
and come ſhort of the Glory of God. Death paſſes 
upon all Men, as the penal Sentence of God's 
violated Law and a token of his diſpleaſure againſt 
Sin: it proves us all to be in a degenerate, ſin- 
ful. ſtate, guilty before God, liable to his fin- 


avenging wrath, to the ſecond Death, to Hell 


PD 


and everlaſting Deſtruction. 


And there is no way for us to eſcape this dread- 
ful condemnation, but by Repentance towards 
God and Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; a thorough 
Repentance of all our Sins, productive of univer- 
ſal Reformation of heart and life, and a lively 
Faith, that receives Chriſt, as the Lord our 
Righteouſneſs and Strength, that by the tenor of 
the Goſpel- Covenant gives us an intereſt in all 
his ſaving Benefits, and that unites us to him 
and renders us like him in holineſs and good- 
neſs, and ſo fits us for the enjoyment of that ſtate 
of perfect holineſs and happineſs, in the Preſence 
of the Bleſſed God and of the holy Angels, which 
he has procured for and promiſed all his People. 
We mult be brought into a ſtate of reconeiliation 
OY - with 
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with God "through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in this 
World, or it will be wretched Prefumption for 

us to think of being happy with him in another 
World. We muſt live to the Lord, if we wou, 
die in the Lord. | | _ 


To attain this, is the one thing necdſul and ab. s 
ſolutely neceſſary : this is the habitual, and only _ _ 
effectual Preparation for dying, like our dear 
departed Friend, with ſafety and comfort, with 4 
lively hopes of a bleſſed immortality. Faith and 
holineſs make our title to and meetneſs for hap- - 


Pineſs, and growth in Grace is the only prepara- 0 
tive and pledge of Glory. 1 


Let us. therefore be quickened by every in- 20 
ſtance of Mortality before us, to attend in earneſt 3 
tothe things that belong to the peace of our Souls 

to renew our Application to our Bleſſed Saviour, | 
to be careful in clearing up our evidences of an 2 
Intereſt in him, and to improve the little time * 
which may be yet allotted us, in gathering in 
our hearts from their worldly attachments, in- — 
uring ourſelves more to divine meditation and | 
endeavouring to be more uſeful in the ſeveral 


ſtations which Providence aſſigns us. JW 
k . | A 
And to this Preparation for Death and Hea- = 
ven, the mournful Diſpenſation which has now = 
brought us hither very loudly calls us. 5 9 
It proclaims to us the Uncertainty of Life, and "i 


the folly of reckoning upon length of days for. 
future Repentance and Reformation ; ſince our: 
late dear Friend was cut off in the flower of his 
days. It teaches us, that no Station of Import- 
ance, no Talents for Uſefulneſs, give any Securityfor 
our Continuance here; ſince He was formed for 
eminent Uſefulneſs, his Labours were highly valued? 
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| n * Eburck, and his Life was of great £63 


= ance to his Family, eſpecially to his pious affec- 
3 ttionate Partner, and his four young Children ; 
- yet he was ſpeedily removed, all his ſervices, 
-Y were ſuddenly broken off, and he i 1s conſigned to 
© the ſilence and darkneſs of the Grave, where there 


is 710 workmanſoip nor device. 


Let then the Voice of this Providence be duly 
and feriouſly attended to by us all. Let it awaken 
and quicken us to work while it is day, while it is 
an accepted time and a day of Salvation : to give dili- 
gence to make our Calling and Election ſure; and to 
finiſh the work that God has given us to do, in our 
various Stations and Relations of Life. 


And may You, the near Relatives of the De- 
ceaſed, You, the dear People of his Charge, and 
We, his Brethren in the Miniſtry, who know 
How uprightly and unblameably, how holily and 
humbly, how amiably he behaved himſelf in the 
Family, the Church and the World, be ſtimu- 
lated by his Example to endeavour to imitate it, 
and be encouraged and animated by the comfort- 
able End he made, by the lively hopes that 
cheered his dying hours, nor failed in his laſt 
moments, to walk cloſely with God in all his 
ways, to live in conſtant dependance upon him, 
truſting that he will never leave nor forſake us, that 
he will not caſt us off when our ſtrength fails us, 
but will be the frength of our hearts aud our portion 


for ever. 
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Finally Hherefore, my beloved Brethren, be ye 
Redfaſft, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, for as much as ye know, that yout Labour 
Hall not be in vain in the Lord. WIG 
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